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The G8 and Africa – Turn Talk into Action 

As host of the 2005 G8 Summit UK Prime Minister Tony Blair has placed Africa, along with the issue of climate change, at the top of the agenda. When the leaders of the G8  countries meet at their annual summit this 6-8 July in Gleneagles, Scotland, they will be discussing key issues surrounding Africa’s development that have a direct impact on some of the most vulnerable consumers in the world, especially the 350 million Africans who live on less than US$ 1 a day.

Consumers International believes that now is the time for the G8 to stop proposing  piecemeal reforms for Africa. At Gleneagles they must to turn talk into action. The G8 must deliver a comprehensive package of development activities that will enable African consumers to enjoy greater access to, and choice of, foods, medicines, and services. 

Consumers International demands that the G8 act now to Make Poverty History by: 


 :

Consumers International demands that the G8 members:


· give the highest priority to the needs of African consumers
· agree to a comprehensive and integrated package of trade reforms that will address the particular development needs of African consumers, producers and governments    
· open up their markets to African products without demanding full access to more vulnerable African markets 

· establish a clear plan to scrap agricultural subsidies and abolish dumping and unfair trade practices in their own countries 

· ensure that the WTO Doha Round of multilateral trade talks is completed no later than 2006 
· stress the importance of multilateral trade agreements through the WTO rather than bilateral trade agreements, such as Free Trade and Economic Partnership Agreements, where African countries are in a weaker negotiating position
· commit to increase development assistance to 0.7% of G8 budgets and ensure it is monitored to support better governance and benefit poor consumers
· ensure that all debt relief is monitored to benefit poor consumers.
Agriculture and Africa


Agriculture is important for the further development of Africa, where the majority of people still live from the land. It is essential that Africa can provide a secure and reliable food supply for its consumers and that food must be safe and of good quality. 


Small farmers in Africa suffer from unfair trade rules which means that their produce cannot compete on international markets. They lose out several times over - from unwarranted subsidies granted to agriculture in developed countries, from trade barriers and from low commodity prices. 
Consumers International demands that G8 members:

· apply criteria to ensure that support for legitimate public policy goals, such as subsidies to farmers for environmental protection, are differentiated from forms of support that should be subject to multilateral dumping disciplines
· scrap export subsidies except as a special and differential provision for developing nations

· significantly reduce existing tariffs and barriers to trade, and ensure preferential schemes for African products that are subject to high tariffs
· abolish all agricultural dumping
· allow African governments to develop clearly defined national food policies that address the issues of secure and reliable food supply and availability, food quality and safety as well as protection of the incomes and jobs of farming households 

· support African governments to enact and implement national food safety laws through increased technical assistance as outlined in Article 9 of the SPS Agreement and Article 11 of the TBT Agreement. 

GMOs and Africa

An area of real concern for Consumers International’s members is the introduction of GM seeds and crops in Africa, on the grounds that it will resolve poverty. African farmers need practical support and fair trade, not technological fixes. Nor should G8 countries dump surplus GM crops on to Africa as `food aid’. African consumers have the same rights to safety and information as consumers elsewhere. 
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For a copy of our report  `The G8 and Africa -Turn Talk into Action’  or for more information about Consumers International’s campaigning work visit www.consumersinternational.org  

Consumers International is the global federation of consumer organisations with over 230 members in 115 countries.
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'We are concerned that GM technology is being promoted as a solution to hunger and poverty in Africa. Consumers International disagrees and want to see an end to the dumping of GM products on African consumers. We believe that support must be given to allow African nations to ensure their own food supply.' - Samuel Ochieng, Consumers Information Network (CIN) of Kenya























( Making markets work more effectively to give consumers access to quality goods and services at affordable prices. 


(  Involving consumers in the development process in order to ensure that their needs are met.


( Committing the funding required to implement the recommendations of the Commission for Africa. 
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